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Dr. Sarita Rana
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Abstract

Religion is an integral part of human society. As society develops, we find religion

growing and divided into many major and minor denominations. We have so many branches of

every cult which is known as ‘sect’, ‘panth’, ‘sampardaya’, etc. To define a movement as

religious’ does not require that, we define exactly what we mean by ‘religious’. Religion is

difficult to define with any precision. Every religious movement is, to some degree, a socio-
religious movement.’

Key Words: Nirmala, Sect,Panth, Sampardaya.

The major part of this paper is on ‘sects’ or ‘sectarian movements’. Scholar$ have sometimes
questioned the appropriateness and accuracy of these terms. The English word ‘sect’ and its
European language equivalents have become associated with a fairly specific set of
characteristics. The classic attempt to define and analyses the meaning of ‘sect’ in a mostly Euro-
American and Christian context is that of Ernest Troeltsch (1931). Who developed a conceptual
contrast between ‘sect’ and church. Roughly speaking, sects are viewed as small enthusiastic and
voluntary organizations that impose a grez;; deal of doctrinal and beahvioural conformity on their
members. Churches, on the other hand are viewed as large organizations that demand less
conformity from their members who usually belong to church because their parents and
grandparents did. Successful sects tend to gradually become churches, a process called ‘The

transition from sect to church’. To make matters more confusing, scholars have introduced

further conceptual categories such as ‘denominations’, ‘cults’, ‘new religious movements’, and
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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL MILIEU OF NANAK’S ERA: A HISTORICAL
| PERSPECTIVE

"Head, PG.Deptt. of History, Dasmesh Girls College, Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab

ABSTRACT

Of all the provinces of India, the Punjab, the point of

impact between India and ever moving peoples of the

North-West, must always have a peculiar interest to a
student of Indian History. Simijlarly, in the history of
the Purgab, there is no other feature so interesting as
the history of the Sikhs. The legacies of the Sikh past
are related to the historical situations in which they
evolved after the enunciation of a new religious
ideology by Guru Nanak as the basis of a new social
Order. The peaceful evolution of the Sikh Panth into a
distinctive socio-religious Order under his first four
successors during the sixteenth century took place in
a politico-administrative framework marked by
relative peace and prosperity.

y

Keywords: Nanak, Religion, Milieu, Ideology, Panth

Diverse religious beliefs and cultures which existed in
India before Guru Nanak, created dissentions and
confusion in Indian social set-up. As a result,
ignorance, superstitions, hypocrisy, idolatry, caste
and dlass distinctions were the orders of the day.
There were different schools of thought that present
different religious philosophies and methods for
achieving supreme bliss. This further increased
mental darkness and confusion and made the people
pessimistic by developing in them a disgust for life.
Era of Guru Nanak's birth was very threshold of a
.. momentous period in Indian history. In the course of
* his lifetime, he wimessed the dominance and the
decline of the Lodhi Sultanate, and its final extinction
by Babur. At the time of Nanak, religion, always a
complex subject, in the Punjab was made more
complex by the mutual, albeit peripheral, influences
of Islam on some indigenous forms of belief and of
the Indian environment on Islam. At certain levels
and in certain spheres, it was not easily possible to
distinguish one form of belief from another. But to
emphasize this would be to overlook the great
strength which the entrenched ‘orthodoxies’, both in
Hinduism and Islam, still possessed.

Nanak not only founded a new religion, but,. he is a
bridge between man and God. Guru Nanak's
composition tell us about God, His nature and
attributes and His relation with man and universe.
During his life time, Baba Nanak grasped the true
principles of religious reform and enunciated them

Copyright © 2020Authors

clearly. His views were more profound and
comprehensive than those of his predecessors, He laid
the foundation of a fraternity based on equality in
race, equality in creed, equality in political rights and
equality in religious hopes and aspirations. Guru
Nanak's attitude to contemporary religion is
informed by ideas and values which induced him not
to identify with any of the existing forms of
established religion. In fact, he did apply those ideas
consistently to evaluate all contemporary belief and
practice existed but offered a common meeting
ground to the diverse religions in the compromise he
proposed. He did not pose a prophet nor assumed the
dignity of a ruler, but preached as an humble servant
of God to whom the right path has been shown. He
never meant to add one more sect to those already
existed but offered a common meeting ground to the
diverse religions in the compromise he proposed.

I

The East has been the birth place of many religions
and the world famous creeds and dogmas have first
seen light in this land of sunshine, culture, learning
and speculative sciences. The West has specialized in
the development of political ideals, and has evolved
democracy and constitutionalism. India has had its
share in the evolution of faiths and beliefs and the
Hindus have contributed a deal towards philosophy,
religion, theology and metaphysics. Diverse religious
beliefs and cultures which existed in India before
Guru Nanak, created dissentions and confusion in
Indian social set-up. Various schools of thought had
advocated different religious philosophies and
methods for achieving supreme bliss. This further
increased mental darkness and confusion and made
the people pessimistic by developing in them a
dzsgmtforl:felGumNanakwasbommﬂ\e
threshold of a momentous period in Indian history. In
the course of his lifetime, he witnessed the dominance
and the decline of the Lodhi Sultanate, and its final
extinction by Babur in 1526.2 Mcleod writes that, ‘it
was not as a casual witness that he observed the
events which brought the down fall of the Lodhi's
and its replacement by Mughal rule.”* Moreover, in

the circumstances of the times a measure of
prosperity would have been a natural development. It
seemed to Mcleod that ‘Guru Nanak was born into a
favoured period, at least as far as security and

Page 28
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f Position of Women during Earliest Socio—ReligiOus

Reform Movements in Medievl Punjab

-Sarita Rana
Head, Assistant Professor in History,
P.G Department, Dasmesh Girls College, Mukerian.(Hoshiarpur).

’Abstract -

F While scrolling the pages of history, we are able to judge that the condition of women remained
unchanged. No doubt we have found a scholars ladies like Apala, Ghosa, Vishavara, Lopamundra,
Matri, Gargi and Vakanavi in Vedic as well as later Vedic period. But in real sense in Indian society she
has been victims of humiliation, torture and exploitation for as long as we have written records of
social organization and family life, In ‘smiritis’ [‘remembered’ class of religious Literature consisting
of Law books, epics and Puranas.] it was written that women could not be accepted as witness in
Judicial cases [auja Singh, History of the Punjab, Vol-III, Punjabi University Patiala, 2002, p-263.].

In fact women became the worst victims of instability and their position was at its lowest ebb.
They were in chains made up of Infanticide, child marriage, sati, illiteracy and purdah system etc. We
have found all the social oppression in Medieval age also. In fact Alberuni traces a woman picture and
says, ‘If a wife loses her husband by death she cannot marry another man. She was either forced to
burn herself alive with the corps of her husband or was forced to cut her hair, wear dirty clothes and

'do the meanest work in household.’ [Loc.Cit.] '

If we can trace the picture of women in Punjab then we find all the Gurus [Means ‘Preceptor’
and for the Hindus has normally indicated a Ruman teacher. 'Gury’ Came to be identified with the
inner ‘voice” of Akal Purakh.] efficiently played a crucial role against these oppressions. In Punjab
firstly Gurus were raised their voice against the social evils and upliftment of the women. Especially
Guru Nanak [Guru Nanak (1469-1539) : The first Guru of the Sikhs. Sikhs date the foundation of the
Panth from his life of teaching and example.] and Guru Amar Das [Amar Dass (1479-1 574) :Third
Guru, born in Basarke, the son of Tej Bhan Bhalla.], both condemned all the evils reality to women.
Guru Nanak was saying in the favour of women:

Bhand Jamiea Bhand Nimea Bhand Mangan Vivah
Bhand Hovea Dost Bhand Chale Rahe
Bhand mua Bhand Bhalian Bhand hove Bandan
So keon manda akhie Jit Jame Rajan [Born of women,
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P Abstract:

The library is the lifeline of an educational institution. Keeping the concept in mind, the
college management has duly invented in the library. The library provides an opportunity to the
students to increase their knowledge. The main purpose of the present study is to examine the
and prospects of the college library and also investigates the collection
development and access management in the college library of DAV College Hoshiarpur. The
total population for this study was Sl respondents comprising of Librarian, other faculty
members of the college, under graduate an p:b';st "'&fduate students of the college. The major
tool for data collection was questionnaire. Two ﬁé\‘ ' of questionnaire were designed one for
librarian and other for library users. Lib naire and 50 copies of questionnaire
were disseminated to the respondeféfts, a ﬁies of questionnaire were returned,
representing 100 %age. The data was analyzed using tables, graphs, and simple percentages.

status, problems,

Keyword: Collectiondevelopment, Access management, Library, College Library
Introduction:

In this digital age, libraries are acquiring more and more electronic resources because of
their perceived benefits, such aseasy access to information and its comprehensiveness. The
library has become a living and growing organism. It is the heart of an academic institution. It is
a social institution with its major function to disseminate knowledge to all and sundry
irrespective of any caste, creed, and religion. It performs the most sacred and pious work of
illuminating the minds of the users through books and :nformation on various streams. It is a
place where books are stored for reading purposes. It plays an important role in the world by
providing access to worldclass information resources and services, and it stimulates research in
the country.

The word 'Library’ has been derived from the Latin word "Liber” which means
book(Dutta,1975). The word, used in many other countries to signify a collection of
bookspublicly or privately, which is derived from Latinized Greek word ‘Bibliotheca’ Hence we
havebibliotheque in French, biblioteca in Ttalian and Spanish, bibliotek in German, biblioteka in
Russian, and Toshosentsu in Japanese(Khanna,1987) Thus we see that the word ‘library’ stands

for a place where books are collected and placed on the shelves for reading. According to SR
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Abstract
Religion 18 a1 integral part of human society. As soci
‘ : g § . As societ : ,
major ;3;1 ;?UL(:: cahe:gmmatmns. We have so many gr:::; égpf;f ‘l;s’cf:)l:dc;?tlgl‘;n' %lf‘{wmg and divided into many
Ssszhngm isylaid d(;wn byplggr‘:;‘ﬁazﬁin&pt is focused on one of the regional a.snp‘\:’ctlsc ofls&‘;i;(cnll‘i]::v:;I ’ﬁem ;
S Rlly porelic oy R foraa vcf; ;:l t:e lnF(geval age. During this period Hinduism Iai;ﬁsm a:fd Budl«:fisg
gl 14 . n period, including one new di i 4
%&ukll:::l:n \;’2:3 '411&; ;;fk’lgehgior: tht;t ﬂounshed.m the medieval era in Punjab. Tl:fn zzzl?pte:fwgifhil:mm;idmﬁ;jugf‘
> owers. The ma'm. n-x’otj: enth Guru, Gobind Singh founded Khalsa Panth and gave a new linage gr direction to Sik?r
e was to snub the barriers of the caste system which shackled the society in very

conditions.

Key Wﬂgdé:]rliath Yog, Nath, Panth, Sikhism, Udasi,Yogi

E; i B uiii;nany c(lisﬁ}'frent gspgctsl of soci_ety and one of them was their partial decision of succession. Guru
ion and chose his disciple Bhai Lehna as his successor. This tradition was followed by the next two

(j;f;;é ;z‘gllet}:'l:thll\c;i'sm faced another _problcrn ie. sectarian development within the Sikh Guru’s families and
y. With the passage of time, we found more than a dozen sects in Sikhism. Some of them emerged
mpt is on tgects’ or ‘sectarian

by the discgp'les of .Sikh Gurus and others in their family relations. The present atte

u'rlt(::egm]ljtssh in nrlgd‘lcvaz Punjz.ib. Scholars have sometimes questioned the appropriateness and accuracy of these terms.
; nglish wo sect gnd its Furopean language equivalents have become associated with a fairly specific set of

characteristics. Sects are viewed as small enthusiastic and voluntary organizations that impose a great deal of i

and behavioral conformity on their members.! To make matters mote duced further

al : ; mety confusing, scholars have intro
concep categories such as denominations’, ‘cults’, ‘0w religious movements’, and various different types of sects
in an effort to create more prices typologies.”

Religious movements often called ‘sects’ in English language books and articles are ‘panth i Sampraday‘", gaum® and
usually seculer is andolan. Wider religious formations

ra”. The most common word for a social movement
corresponding to 2 ‘religion’ such as Christianity, Buddhism, Of Islam are in Hindi generally called dharma, though
b and iman™ are used. Sikhs prefer to call their religion ‘the

sometimes dharma, though sometimes the term mazah
Panth’. A literal but rather neologistic equivalent 10 the English term ‘popular religious movement’ is lok-pracalit

dharmik andolan.
Panth is derived from a word meaning “way’ or ‘path’. The primary meaning of sampraday is clos¢ to tradition,
is equivalent t0 both ‘tradition’ and ‘genealogy’- The term

while that of gaum is ‘nation’ Of «community’. Paramparce
but also means ‘law’, ‘moral order’ and ‘duty’. Mazahab is also roughly

dharma is often closely equivalent to religion
ivalent to religion but it has Arabic etymology and a Muslim association whereas dharma has 2 Sanskrit etymology

and a Hindu and Buddhist association.”

If we look at the relation between Hindu castes and Hindu sects from a more emp
view, the Hindu sects—whether Vaishnava, Saiva, o Sakta — have followers.who come from
vast majority of such sects have shown 00 significant tendency to cvolve into either €
contained groups of castes. Examples include the Srivaishnavas in the South, the Ciatanyas in
western India, the Varakaris in Maharashira and the Raamanandis in the north.

I

parampa

irical and historical point of
a wide range of castes. The
ndogamous castes 0 self-
Bengal, the Vallabhas in

eading term to use as a translation of panth or sampradaya."' Sects of Sikhism aré
an alternative lincage of Guru or having philosophical differences with the

daya in Punjab then We have to find Nath sampardaya ot sect of
Nath yogis. There were several sects of Nath yogis. They are regarded as 2 single panth because they share a common
to the hathya—yoga‘“' technique, and the common observance of 2

allegiance 1© Gorakhnath"", a common adherence ‘ _
g large ear-rings (mudra™"), 3 custom which has camed them the name
d to the ancient tradition of

The word tgect’ is 48 always, 2 misl

sub-traditions within Sikhism that believe in
mainstream. If we talk about the early sect, sampra

particular custom. This is the practice of wearin _
of kanphat™ (or ‘split-ea.r’) yogis.™ The antecedents of the Kanphat YOEIS can be trace
esoteric Tantrism.
tha literally means lord, protectot; patron, husband, owner, lord, master, €tc- The word
an epithet of the followets -

XV

verbs are found in the Vedic literature. The usage of the word natha as
i ;eval date. The dates of Matsyendranat

with the sidha Goraksha or Go .
i rally placed between the 9® and 11% centuries ADE The

al, but they have gene : .
| Lord and is a synonym of Shiva, the founder of the Nathas.
776

The Sanskrit word nd
natha, its variants and
of Natha sect associate
and Gorkshanathas arc very controversial,

related Sanskrit term Ad Natha means first of origina
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